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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
The last three days have been a great opportunity to spend time 
away with the Grade 6 children at Camp Sunnystones near Bacchus 
Marsh. After the initial postponement we were certainly repaid with 
glorious weather and a fantastic outdoor education program. It was 
wonderful to have the chance to spend active, non-device time with 
the group as they paddled, constructed and were active in a 
beautiful bush setting. A big thank you to all staff who attended and 
to the children who participated in a very positive and respectful 
manner. The chance to build upon our leadership skills and 
teamwork was certainly met with growth and enjoyment. 
 
This afternoon we also celebrated the commissioning ceremony of 
our newly appointed 'F.I.R.E. Carriers' from the grade 5 class. The 
‘F.I.R.E. Carrier’ program in Australia preserves Indigenous 
practices, promoting biodiversity and land management. It fosters 
collaboration between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
communities, empowering Indigenous knowledge keepers and 
highlighting the importance of traditional wisdom in environmental 
stewardship and sustainability. We are proud of our schools 
commitment to the program and the children have embraced the 
importance of their role in supporting the initiative. Mr Van Der 
Staay and Mrs Thurley have continued to work alongside the 
children and Troy Firebrace (CES) to ensure we actively contribute 
to reconciliation and appreciation. 
 
This Sunday we celebrate St Patrick's Day, right in the middle of 
Lent! St. Patrick's Day is a wonderful celebration of Irish culture, 
bringing people together from all walks of life. It's not just about 
Ireland—it's a chance for Australians to have fun and enjoy the 
green-themed festivities. The day is full of excitement and fun. It's a 
reminder of how diverse our world is, but also how we can come 
together to celebrate our differences. Whether you're Irish or not, 
St. Patrick's Day is a time to share in the happiness and enjoy a bit 
of enjoyment with friends and family. 
 
At school the Grade 3-5 swimming program was a great success, and 
the children enjoyed the opportunity to learn about water safety 
and practice some skill development. It is always important to 
participate in external lessons to continue to build upon the basic 
skills for water safety and enjoyment. A big thank you to all staff at 
school who adjusted timetables, covered duties and ensured the 
program was a success. Mr Coates again ensured a smooth week 
was enjoyed by all! 

CALENDAR 
MARCH  

Mon 18th  PSG Meetings 

Mon 18th  Sacrament Preparation Evening no 2 

Tues 20th  Catholic Swimming Carnival 

Wed 21st  Casual Clothes day – gold coin donation 

Fri 22nd  Pizza Day 

Mon 25th PSG Meetings 

Wed 27th  Holy Rosary Cross Country 

Thur 28th Last Day Term 1 @ 2:15pm 

Fri 29th Good Friday 

  

Term 2  

APRIL  

Mon 15th  First Day of Term 2 

Tues 16th Sacrament Preparation Evening no 3 

Mon 22nd  Parent Learning Conversations 

Wed 24th  Grade 2 Bendigo Goldmines Excursion 

Wed 24th  Parent Learning Conversations 

Thur 25th Anzac Day Public Holiday 

Fri 26th Pupil Free Day 

Mon 29th – 3rd May OPEN WEEK  

MAY  

Wed 1st  2025 Prep Information Night @ 7.00pm 

Mon 20th  Pupil Free Day 
 

 

NEWSLETTER  

   MASS TIMES 

Holy Rosary – Hamelin St 

Saturday’s 6pm   Sunday’s 10am 

Weekday Masses – Tues - Sat 9.15am 
 

St Francis Xavier – Strickland Rd 

Sunday – 8.30am     
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Check out our school Facebook page to stay up 
to date with the latest news! 
https://www.facebook.com/holyrosaryprimary
schoolwhitehills/ 

https://www.facebook.com/holyrosaryprimaryschoolwhitehills/
https://www.facebook.com/holyrosaryprimaryschoolwhitehills/


 
Enrolment for 2025 will begin very soon, and we ask that parents with children ready for prep next year of existing families collect 
and return an application for enrolment as soon as possible. Other families are invited to tour the school and lodge an application 
at the beginning of term 2. 

 
 
 

Paul Wilkinson  
Principal 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 Catholic Identity 

 

UPCOMING FRIDAY CLASS MASSES: 

Friday 15th March - Grade 1 

Friday 22nd March - Grade 3 

Friday 19th April - Foundation & Grade 6 

GRADE 3 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

Our next meeting is this coming Monday, 18th March @ 5:30pm in the Rosarium. 

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK - CATHOLIC VALUE AWARD 

This week our Saint Hero is St Katharine Drexel who displayed the value of Justice.  Next 

week's Saint Hero will be St Thomas Aquinas who displayed the value of Knowledge. We 

encourage you to discuss each Saint and their value with your child/ren, helping them to 

learn how they can live out our Christian values. 

COMMINSSIONING OF 2024 GRADE 5 FIRE CARRIERS 

Thank you to Troy Firebrace for conducting our ceremony and our Grade 6 current Fire 

carriers for taking the time after camp to participate in this very special occasion. 

Congratulations to our incoming Fire carriers. Harrison Allen, Elsie Rice, Stella Fitzpatrick, 

Arlan Evans, Mack Gregory and Willow Keeble. And finally thank you to Mr V for all the work and preparing for this ceremony. 

 

  



PARISH NEWS 

MAKE IT A SLAVERY-FREE EASTER 

As Easter is fast approaching, we are calling for 

everyone to consider the ethical dimensions of 

their purchases; we ask you to make sure your 

Easter chocolate is slavery-free. As Pope Francis 

says: 

“Every person ought to have the awareness that 

purchasing is always a moral – and not simply an 

economic – act” 

Chocolate and Child Labour – A Snapshot 

A 2020 Macquarie University report, ‘Not so 

sweet’: chocolate, slavery and complicit 

corporations, found that, “More than two million 

children under the age of 15 years old work in the 

cocoa industry in Ivory Coast and Ghana. Many 

are the children of farm labourers, but others are 

also sold to farms as bonded labourers from 

neighbouring Burkina Faso and Mali” 

• A 2021 report by the International Labor Organisation (ILO) found that 152 million children (64 million girls and 88 

million boys) are involved in child labour 

– that’s almost one in 10 of all children worldwide 

• Almost half of child labour happens in Africa (72 million children) 

• Many of the children harvesting cocoa beans work in hazardous conditions 

• COVID-19 has made children even more vulnerable. School closures have aggravated the situation and many 

millions of children are working to contribute to the family income. 

WALK FOR REFUGEES - PALM SUNDAY 24TH MARCH  

Combined Churches of Bendigo (with RAR - Rural Australians for Refugees) invite you to join our Bendigo 'Big Walk 4 

Refugees’. Join us at Lake Weeroona (near the Rowing Club) from 12:00 noon on Palm Sunday. Palm Sunday is the day when 

we remember how Jesus rode determinedly into Jerusalem to challenge authority with the demands of love. For the Church 

it is an opportunity to demonstrate our discipleship in doing the same. 

 

 

 



LEARNER DIVERSITY: 

PROGRAM SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS (PSG’S) 

The Program Support Group (PSG) Meetings are well under way for this term, please view your appointment time on the 

P.A.M app. We have a week off with the Labour Day public holiday and resume our meetings in week 8: March 18th, and 

Week 9: March 25th. PSG’s will run for 35 minutes.  

Post PSG meetings, you will receive an email from ‘Adobe sign’ requesting you to sign your child’s Personalised Learning Plan  

(PLP). Please check your junk mail / spam folder to ensure you do not miss this. Once the document has been signed you will 

receive a digital copy for your records.  

Mandy Anotniadis (Learning Diversity Leader) 

 

 

SCHOOL SPORT 

 – WHAT’S HAPPENING?! 
Troy Coates 

 

GRADE 3 – 5 SWIMMING LESSONS 

This week, our Grade 3 – 5 children travelled to Gurri Wanyarra Swimming Pool 

each day for swimming. They spent time learning about water safety and swimming 

technique. We are very proud of the efforts of each of the students who attended. 

Thank you to Gurri Wanyarra for a great week of lessons! As the Grade 6 students 

were on camp, they will now complete their lessons in Term 4 along with our junior 

classes. 

 

HEALTH & PE WEEK - LAST WEEK OF TERM 

In the last week of each term we have our school Health & PE Week. As part of our Health & Physical Education curriculum we will 

be participating in additional sport and health activities throughout the week. Students are encouraged to wear their sports 

uniform every day. Some activities students can look forward to are cross country practice, AFL kicking competition, downball 

competition, skipping club and our staff v grade 6 soccer match. We look forward to a great week to finish what has been a busy 

term. 

 

SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY 2024 - NOT FAR AWAY 

Our school cross country will be on Wednesday the 27th of March. Foundation to Grade 2 will race at Holy Rosary. Grades 3 to 6 

will compete in their cross country event at the Botanical Gardens, along the creek trail. Students in Grades 3 to 6 will walk down 

with their classroom teachers at approximately 12:00pm. A PAM note will be sent with information also. 

 

If your child is concerned about the run, perhaps you could take them for a run a few runs in the weeks leading up to the event 

and help boost their confidence and capacity to complete the event. They will be given opportunities to practice their running as 

part of PE, however as we know, the more exposure we have to something we find challenging, the more comfortable we are with 

it. Your support in giving your child the best chance to be successful on the day would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Schedule of Events: 

JUNIORS (@ Holy Rosary) – 10:30-11:00am 

10:30am – Grade Two Race (800m) 

10:40am – Grade One Race (400m) 

10:50am – Foundation Race (400m) 

 

SENIORS (@ Botanical Gardens) – 12:20pm Start 

12:20pm – 12/13 year old Race (3km)  

12:30pm – 11 year old Race (3km) 

12:40pm- 10 year old Race (2km) 

12:50pm- 8/9 year old Race (2km) 

 



All students in Grades 3 to 6 will return to school after the completion of all races. We predict this will be approximately 1:30pm. 

Students need to wear their PE uniform to school on this day. Could parents please pack appropriate food and a drink bottle for 

their child. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

 

 STUDENTS OF THE WEEK      

 

 

 

 

How Can We Help? 

At Holy Rosary, we are always here to offer any support that we can, whether it be emotional, 

physical, spiritual or mentally. We can assist with support relating to your child or needs your 

family may have at the present time. Please reach out to your child’s teacher, the office staff or 

Jo Thurley (Deputy Principal) at any time! 
 

We may assist with 

▪ Practical Help (Meals, groceries etc) 

▪ A Listening Ear 

▪ School Attendance 

▪ General information & advice, with links to outside agencies & community support 

 

 Students of the Week 

FJM Archer O 

FMM Vallie B 

1CV Chelsea P 

1DL Ted W 

2JH Xavier D 

2SD Samuel N 

3JO Lucy B 

3MM Maia S 

4BD Payton W 

4CW Azlyn B 

5GS Arlan E 

5OG Zara K 

6DW Liam G 

6LS Jonathan K 

YMCA Isla C 

80%

85%

90%

95%

Foundation Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6

Year Level Attendance - Week 7, Term 1



SPORTS NEWS 

HOLY ROSARY NETBALL CLUB 

Would you like to see what Netball is like?  Are you in Grades 2, 3, 4 or 5?   

Well now's your chance... 

Holy Rosary Netball Club are hosting a 'Come & Try' session under the COLA after School 

Tuesday 19th March!  This session will be run like a junior training session with games 

included to show you what skills and fun netball can be...even if you have never picked up 

a netball before - this session is for you. 

When:  3:30-4:30pm Tuesday 19th March, meet under the shade stage near the sandpit.   

Hosted By Coaches: Lindy Vance, Susie Young and Riley Driscoll. 

Parents please email names to: holyrosarynetball@gmail.com or contact one of the 

coaches to let us know your coming.  Don't forget your sneakers and drink bottle.  

 

 

 

P&F NEWS 
HOT CROSS BUNS:  

As a school community we are promoting the purchase of Baker’s Delight Hot Cross Buns this easter. Order forms were sent home 

with students last week. Please return your order to the office by Thurs 21st March. Please note, orders are bank deposit only. Hot 

Cross Buns will be will be available for pickup in the Rosarium between 2:00pm – 4:00pm on Tuesday 26th March. Please contact 

the office to make alternate arrangements. 

 

EASTER ACTIVITIES 

Our Easter activites are fast approaching with our casual day on Wednesday 20th of March and 

our classroom Easter basket drawn Thursday 28th March. 

Here are some key dates: 

Wednesday 20th March - Casual Clothes Day - Students may come to school in casual clothes 

for a gold coin donation. 

Thursday 28th March – Classroom Easter Egg basket drawn - Winners will be notified on the day. 

Good luck and thank you for your support. 

 

CANTEEN 2024 
A reminder that we no longer accept cash orders for canteen. Orders must be placed online via Flexischools by 9:00am 

Thursday. Counter sales are cash only and are limited supply each week.  

 

VOLUNTEERS:  

This year we will be looking for volunteers for the following times:  

Thursdays (as needed)  9:00am - 11:00am (3 volunteer)  

Fridays   9:00am – 12:00pm (2 volunteers) 

   10.30am – 12:00pm (1 volunteer) 

   1:30pm – 2:30pm (2 volunteers) 
 

Please note, all volunteers must check in at the school office to sign in and must provide a copy of their WCC or VIT card and other 

necessary volunteer paperwork.  Volunteers will be requested to complete a short questionnaire before their shift to comply with 

new food safety requirements. This can be done at home or at the start of the shift. 

 

If you are able to volunteer in our Canteen this term, please contact Lindy Vance 0409 067 404. 

  



 

DATE TIME VOLUNTEERS VOLUNTEERS 

MARCH 

THUR 21st  9:00am-11:00am Shanelle Flood Rachael S 

PIZZA DAY FRI 22nd 10:00am-12noon Dea Robertson Volunteer Needed 

FRI 22nd 10:45am-12noon Volunteer Needed - 

FRI 22nd  1:30pm-2:30pm Volunteer Needed  
 

PIZZA & PASTA DAY 
FRIDAY 22nd March 

Order now via Flexischools! 
 

PIZZA meal deal - 

1 Slice of Pizza and a drink 

OR 

PASTA meal deal - 

1 serve of Bolognese Pasta and a drink 
 

Extra Pizza slices available 

Add a Homemade Cookie (Chocolate Chip) or Donkey Drop (Rum Ball) 
 

Pizza – Hawaiian, BBQ Meat Lovers, Cheese Lovers, Ham & Cheese 

Drink – Chocolate Milk, Strawberry Milk, Apple Juice, Orange Juice, Apple & Blackcurrant Juice 
 

Ordering is available via Flexischools only. No late orders or cash/paper bag orders will be accepted. 

 

SPOR TS & COMMUNITY NEWS 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


